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Poem: (Al-Tabarri Min Maarra-til- Ma’arri)
By: Jalal-ud-Din Al-Suyuti
Died in 911 AH

Studied and Researched by:
Dr. Mohammad bin Mahmoud fajjal
Associate professor in the Arabic language, grammar

Preparatory Year - King Saud University

Abstract

In a funny incident happened to Abu Alaa Al-Ma’arri (died: 449
AH) who went to see Al-Murtada Al-Musvi and in his way to him
he stumbled upon a man. That man said to him: Who is this
dog?

Al-Ma’arri replied to him saying: “Dog is the one who does not
know seventy names of the dog (specie)”.

This saying is just to show an exaggeration and does not mean
the number of seventy exactly rather it means large number,
qguantity or amount of a thing. The Arabs have been habituated
and accustomed to use number (seventy) when they wanted to
exaggerate in muchness, multiplicity or numerousness. The
Arabic language dictionaries contain number of names and
attributes of the dog.

Al-Suyuti (died: 911 AH) wrote this poem in which he collected
more than seventy names of the dog specie in order to contradict
the saying of Al-Ma’arri. He named it “Al-Tabarri Min Maarra-til-
Ma’arri”. (Disowning the dishonor of Al-Ma’arri)

During my research in the books of Arabic language and its
dictionaries, | have found 37 more names of the dog.

Key words: Al-Suyuti — Al-Ma’arri - Dog names
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